


Background 
 
Purpose and Need 
 
The purpose of this project is to restore and enhance riparian hardwood forest in California State 
Parks in the Lake Tahoe Basin by removing the encroaching conifer forest to retain the riparian 
habitat character and treating the sediment sources by rehabilitating bare areas and unnecessary 
travel routes located in the riparian corridors.  This will reduce erosion, improve in-stream and 
riparian habitat, improve wildlife habitat, improve water quality, and reduce hazardous fuels. 
 
These riparian hardwood forests have been disappearing in the basin due to previous land 
conversion and development and degradation due to conifer encroachment.  In addition, these 
forests have a legacy of old logging skid roads, other roads, and trails no longer needed for park 
and forest management.  These features serve as sources of sediment entering the stream courses 
and contributing to the reduction of Lake Tahoe’s famed clarity.  
 
Proposed Action 
 
The Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation) and the California Department of Parks and 
Recreation (DPR) propose to restore and enhance approximately 200 acres of riparian forests by 
removing encroaching conifers and remove approximately 0.5 mile of unnecessary roads, skid 
trails, and way trails that are sediment sources in the riparian corridors within 787 identified 
acres at Burton Creek, D.L. Bliss, Ed Z’berg-Sugar Pine Point, and Washoe Meadows State 
Parks and Ward Creek Unit.  DPR will implement the project.  Reclamation will provide partial 
funding for the proposed action under the Lake Tahoe Regional Wetlands Development 
Program. 
 
Work throughout the park units will include: 
 
• Removal of encroaching conifers on up to 200 acres in the identified riparian corridors using 

manual removal with hand crews and/or heavy equipment over snow. 
• California State Park-registered professional forester will determine thinning prescription on 

a site by site basis based on:  riparian forest health, ability to remove felled trees and 
associated tree debris, and in consultation with regulatory agencies and State Park’s cultural 
and natural resources staff. 

• Removal of encroaching conifers in the riparian corridor manually by hand crews. 
• Removal of encroaching conifers in the riparian corridor may be completed using heavy 

equipment over snow at three parks: 
Sugar Pine Point State Park up to 41 acres 
D.L. Bliss State Park up to 4.5 acres  
Washoe Meadows State Park up to 28 acres 

• Removal of felled trees and debris out of riparian corridor for pile burning, chipping, or 
disposal depending on vehicle accessibility.  Pile burning will be done in designated areas 
agreed upon by regulatory agencies and State Park natural and cultural resources staff.
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